




Introduction

Throughout history, the global Church has embraced a tradition during the four 
weeks prior to Christmas, known as Advent. Advent is a Latin word that literally 
means “coming” or “appearing”. This season is simply an invitation to celebrate 
and experience the story of the God who comes or advents into the world. There 
is deep intention that this be a time of preparation and waiting while expecting 
Jesus’ arrival. For much of the Western world, Advent has become a cliché piece 
of chocolate revealed in a calendar each day, but for the Christian it’s a great 
deal more! This can be a new beginning, filled with rich symbolism, meaning 
and opportunities to dig deep into the mystery of an incredibly profound story 
of Love. The season is not intended to solve all the mysteries, but hopefully as 
participants, be captivated by the source of the mystery - One sent in love to a 
dark and hopeless time for the redemption of the world. 

Christmas time is celebrated in a plethora of ways throughout the globe. 
Unfortunately, the Christmas season have become so full of parties and shopping, 
that the holiday is marked more with busyness, chaos and consumerism than 
with the Savior King who came in diapers. These 4 weeks of Advent leading up 
to Christmas affords us the opportunity to slow down, and wait for the coming 
Lord. In fact, these four weeks historically represent the 400 years of silence 
(from Malachi to John the Baptist) that the Israelites experienced, waiting for 
the Messiah to come. 

Advent is characterized by the anticipation of a God that loved us so much that 
He became us, to redeem and restore. As we explore the story of God whether 
for the first time or once again, we are nevertheless rediscovering Advent and 
God’s astounding intervention in human history through Jesus. He is of course 
the central figure of this story inviting us to rediscover His grace, love and light 
right where we are with lives of both wounds and wonders. 

This journey of anticipation begs us to enter in a posture of readiness where 
we listen and respond to the invitation to rediscover the Christ who came as 
a baby, who is present today and who will come again. We allow our lives to be 
reexamined and realigned after Jesus’s way of living - the way of Hope, Love, Joy
 



and Peace. The Church lives between two mysterious Advents - Christ having 
come as a baby and Christ yet to return in full glory - while celebrating in the 
Holy Spirit which abides with us today, that, “The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness can never extinguish it” ( John 1:15). 

Ultimately, Advent is about rediscovering the One who enables us to become 
attentive and active participants in God’s redemption story and mission of hope, 
joy, peace and love as sons and daughters of the King. Let’s journey together and 
ReDiscover Advent.

Instructions

This is a resource for individuals, families, and small groups. The Christmas 
season is filled with expectations and we do not want to add pressure to this 
already busy time. We encourage you to journey in a way that’s healthy. Invite 
at least one other person to join you in this time of preparation as this can be an 
even greater expression of the family of God.

We all have our limitations, therefore, take the initiative to sit down with your 
family, spouse, small group or your own personal calendar and plot out a sane 
course of engagement for the season. Take note of special events, traditions and 
other important activities. Mark out time for these devotionals and activities. 
Our prayer is that you will “be able to decide what really matters… [and] that 
you will be filled with the fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus Christ, 
in order to give glory and praise to God” (Phil 1).

So, here’s what to expect from this resource…



Prayer for the Week
Each week will begin with a prayer tied specifically to the theme of the week. 
We anticipate that these prayers will be catalytic and a mere starting point for 
re-centering ourselves each week.
 
Sunday Devotions 
These will consist of a main devotional point and challenge corresponding to 
Pastor Johnny’s sermon for that particular Sunday which correlates with the 
Advent theme. Each of the sermons in their entirity can also be found on our 
web site at http://www.treecitychurch.com/sermons2/

Weekday Devotions
Each week on Monday and Thursday there are short devotionals written by 
some of our very own Tree City Church members and correspond to the  weekly 
theme. Each devotional is rooted in scripture with reflective questions to help us 
engage deeper and challenge us even further. 

Scripture & Journaling Days
Here we invite you to dive deep into the story of God with the lectionary readings 
(selected portions of scripture), that the Church universal uses throughout the  
year. Journaling is a great practice for reflection and prayer where heart, mind 
and soul can be expressed through pen and paper. It can be a place of grace. 

Activities
We are to be both hearers and doers of the Word. We understand that lives get 
busy during this time of the year, and our hope is not to make it busier. You have 
full permission to adjust this material to fit your lifestyle. Yet, please pray about 
how to engage in the activities as well. God is always working and this might be 
one way the Lord can challenge your faith journey. 

May this be a season of new birth and rediscovery for us all!  



• Week 1 • 
 Nov 27 - Dec 3

Dear Lord, grant us a hope-fil led anticipation of your arrival this season. May our 
hearts and minds be open to receive your advent of grace. Amidst the chaos and 
busyness that arises this time of the year, help us to focus on You. Give us the 
courage to not just meander through this season but join you in meeting the needs and 
brokenness around us. Let us trust in your presence, the One who comes into our lives 
daily, to transform us and our relationships. C ome, Lord Jesus, come. God, may this 
season be permeated with your Holy presence and gift us the faith to not just believe 
in an idea, but in the person, Jesus Christ who came to rescue al l of creation, including 
us. Fil l us with Hope, f il l us with you, Jesus.  Amen.

O Son of God, we wait for you in love for your appearing. 
We know you sit on the throne, and we, your name, are bearing. 

Phillip P. Hiller  “O Son of God, We Wait for Thee”



Sunday •  Sermon Devotional
Pastor Johnny Hampton

Hope! Advent is centered on the hope realized through Jesus’ birth and the 
hopeful expectation that Jesus will come yet again. During Advent, we remember 
the gift of God’s perfect love through sending Jesus to us – light in the darkness, 
and because of that, we take time again to prepare our hearts for the Christmas 
joy we all cherish. In this way, hope is both a noun and a verb. Hope is something 
we have received and still long for. 

In Luke 1:1-25, a story of hopelessness collides with a new story of hope. In our 
world, there are valleys, the way can be rough, and the road is often crooked. 
However, in God’s Way, “Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and 
hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it” 
(Isaiah 40:4-5). 

Reflection: In a season filled with mixed emotions (joy and sorrow) how might 
you open up to receive God’s hope - Jesus abiding with us?

Activity: 
Worship with us on Sunday at 10:30am and at the ReDiscovering Advent 
gathering Wednesday evening at 6:30pm.
Ask everyone in your family or group to think of one possession that helps 
him or her feel hopeful. Invite each person to share it and to tell why the 
object is a reminder of hope. 
If you don’t have young children volunteer at the Christmas Extravaganza 
December 2, 5:30-8:30pm so parents can enjoy a night out! 
Babysit, shop, or run errands for someone you know is sick.



Monday •   Devotional
Nadine Reece
Genesis 8:1-19

For Noah, hope came one step at a time… and it started by opening a window. 
How can we fathom Noah’s experience? Flooded by circumstances he couldn’t 
fully understand, overwhelmed by a future he couldn’t imagine; fear and doubt, 
loneliness and dread smothering him as a storm prevailed around him. But he 
opened a window (Genesis 8:6), and the light cut into the darkness, and this 
became the first action in a series of other actions… each step leading to the next 
one, until his ordeal was over, at least one ordeal. 

God knew our need for a light to dispel our own darkness, and he sent his son 
Jesus: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” ( John 
1:14). Our “window” to open is God’s Word, which Psalm 119:105 calls a light 
to our path. 

This Advent, take your gaze off of this world and fix it on Jesus. Open God’s 
Word, letting the grace and truth of his promises wash over you, shining hope 
on your circumstances, one step at a time. Seek and search; hunger and thirst.

Reflection: Do you invest more time into reading inspiring words from God, or 
into reading inspiring words from other people? 

Activity: 
Recapture the lost art of note writing. Send a note with an encouraging 
scripture to someone today.
Deliver goodies or a home-cooked meal and spend time with a shut-in.



Tuesday
Isaiah 1:21-31 & Mark 13:33-37

Wednesday
Psalm 53 & John 1:1-9



Thursday •  Devotional 
Pastor Zach Schulz
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 

If there was a “perfect couple” in the New Testament it would have been 
Zechariah and Elizabeth. They both came from a priestly heritage and were 
faithful in heart and practice but yet they were suffering deeply. 

Elizabeth was barren, which culturally was considered a sign of God’s disfavor. 
She understood what  it meant to feel broken and empty. Throughout scripture, 
barrenness becomes a source of blessing in the covenant relationship between 
God and God’s people. After years of childlessness Elizabeth bears the messenger 
of the Messiah and gives birth to John the Baptist. John is a sign and symbol of 
God’s faithfulness. 

Zechariah had to wait 9 months until his tongue was freed so he could speak; 
once he could speak again the first thing he does is praise God for God’s 
faithfulness. Zechariah then announces how John will prepare the way for the 
Lord and “give light to those in darkness and death… guide our feet into the way 
of peace” (v.79). 

In our barrenness, brokenness, hopelessness God promises to be near to us too. 
Today God says to each of us, “fear not” hope has come, to all, especially those 
who are suffering. Hope has come in the incarnation, that is, through a God who 
desires to be close to us, to be born in us so to heal our own brokenness and 
barrenness. Jesus is our Emmanuel - God with us.  

Hope has come, fear not, you are favored!

Reflection: What are the places in your life where we feel barren? What are the 
places in your life where you feel God is absent? In what way would you like God 
to be born in you a new today?

Activity:
Invite a friend or someone you’d like to get to know over to your home for a 
night of food and fellowship. 



Friday:
Jeremiah 33:14-16 & 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Saturday:
Isaiah 6 & 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18



• Week 2 •  
Dec 4 - 10

Dear God, help us to see al l of life in a new way because of the Prince of Peace. The 
pain and evil around us can be overwhelming, please grant us the ability to trust 

that the Peace of Christ lives inside us and can be shared with others. Help us to 
seek f irst your Kingdom so that You, our Peaceful Emmanuel, may fil l us and enable 
us to extend that same peace to our world just as graciously, freely and lovingly as 
you have. Teach us to live in joyful peace as we praise you in al l circumstances. Keep 

us alert to the signs of your work in our lives and in the world around us. Loving Lord, 
continue to transform our hearts, minds and ways to yours and lead us into your way 

of living peace in our world, even if it means we suffer for your work of redemption.

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.  

Jesus (John 14:27)



Sunday •  Sermon Devotional
Pastor Johnny Hampton

Peace. It has been said that peace is not the absence of chaos, but the presence 
of God in the midst of chaos. In Luke 1:26-45, Mary’s life goes from intentional 
expectation to uninvited chaos in a matter of moments – from expecting a 
marriage to expecting a child. Yet through this, she found peace in the chaos 
by proclaiming these words, “I am the Lord’s servant.” She found peace in her 
identity not in her circumstances. 

Often when we seek peace, we are asking for something to be removed from 
our lives – the conflict or chaos. In my life, rarely has what’s disrupted the peace 
been instantly removed. Rather, God supplies exactly what is needed most in the 
midst of the chaos: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” 
( John 14:27). This week, focus less on what is troubling you and more on what 
Jesus wants to give you. “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you His peace 
at all times and in every situation” (2 Thessalonians 3:16).

Reflection: How might the peace you received be extended to others? How 
might you be a peacemaker this week?

Activity: 
Worship with us on Sunday at 10:30am and at the ReDiscovering Advent 
gathering Wednesday evening at 6:30pm. 
Final exams are in full swing for students. Create a cram session survival 
kit to offer a little peace in a time of chaos. Fill the kit with goodies, school 
supplies, gift cards, and an encouraging note. Then deliver or mail it to the 
student.
Take a prayer walk in your neighborhood and pray for your neighbors, 
schools, parks, and strangers that God’s peace would be central to your 
community.



Monday •  Devotional
Pastor Terry Martin

Luke 1:26-38

It was the aspiration of every young Jewish teenage girl to be married and Mary 
was no exception. She was filled with excitement and anticipation as a soon-
to-be bride. Everything was moving toward the wedding day and marriage to 
a respected man just as it should. Until out of nowhere, Gabriel shows up and 
announces that Mary is going to have a baby…not just any baby, but Jesus, 
God’s Son (Luke 1:29-30)!  Her head was spinning and she possibly wondered 
“why me, why now?” How could there be peace in the middle of the unplanned, 
unexpected, the unexplainable? 

Though Gabriel’s message was confusing, the assurance that God knew her heart 
allowed her to trust that God’s plan was perfect. This gave Mary the capacity 
to set aside logic and allow His peace to remove doubt for an unknown future 
(Luke 1: 38).

Reflection: In what life circumstances or challenges is God inviting you to 
replace your doubt with His peace, with Jesus Himself?

Activity: 
Write a psalm of peace for you or your family. Read through some of the 
Psalms in scripture as a guide and then think of ways God has brought peace 
to you, your family, church, community, the world. 
Find ways to spread light in the dark places of our world. Check out the 
Center for Justice & Reconciliation at Point Loma Nazarene University and 
get involved in helping bring peace. 



Tuesday
Matthew 1:18-25 & Revelation 20:11-21:8

Wednesday
Luke 2:8-20 & Revelation 21:9-21



Thursday •  Devotional 
Brent & Marty Cobb

Luke 1:26-38

For centuries, Jewish people have continued to hope the Messiah, the Savior, 
would come soon. Times have become desperate for them. They need hope. 
Luke 1:26-38 introduces us to young Mary’s role in Messiah’s coming. God’s 
angel Gabriel suddenly appears before her and says, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored!” (v 28). His first word to her is literally: “Peace” (Shalom). He 
adds: “The Lord is with you.”  Mary’s is shocked, confused, and afraid (v 29).

Gabriel says, “Do not be afraid, Mary” (v 30). He explains that she will 
miraculously conceive, bear a son, and call him Jesus, because he will be the 
world’s long-awaited Savior—God’s Son—in human flesh, bringing “God’s 
kingdom” on Earth.

Mary questions how she, a virgin, will conceive. Gabriel answers her questions 
and makes a hope-igniting declaration: “Nothing is impossible for God” (v 37).

Mary embraces this truth. Her acceptance opens the door for peace—peace that 
she is experiencing because her rekindled hope flames with assurance that the 
promise just made to her will become living reality (v 38). 

This story speaks to us in our time. Peace and hope are ours as we recognize that 
the Lord is with us and nothing is impossible for Him.

Reflection: What may be a catalyst for you to rise above the surrounding sense 
of despair and be “surprised by hope”? What things might you do in the coming 
week to help someone else discover that “Nothing is impossible for God”?

Activity:
Notice how Christmas decorations transform the ordinary. Pray how you 
want God to transform your life and world in peace.
Mail a grocery or restaurant gift card to someone struggling financially. 
Plan to attend A Traditional Christmas at Tree City Church on           
December 11, 5:30pm. 



Friday: 
Isaiah 2:1-5 & Luke 1:26-80

Saturday:
Luke 2:25-33 & Revelation 22:12-17, 21



• Week 3 •  
Dec 11 - 17

Gracious King, in the midst of this increasingly frantic Christmas time, help us to 
rejoice in waiting. Grant us a joyful patience with ourselves, others, and your perfect 
work in us. As we live into this season of Advent, f il l us with songs of joy even though 
sorrow and confusion may exist. May  knowing that you came into the world even in the 
darkest of places ignite in us a spirit of Joy that transforms us and teaches us the 
joy of loving, serving and blessing others. May the Joy we carry in our lives, point to you 
and give you al l the glory and praise. Wrap us this day in your Joy and enable us to 
share without abandon! Amen. 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the 
sounding of trumpets. Sing praises to God sing praises; 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
Psalm 47:5-6



Sunday •  Sermon Devotional
Pastor Johnny Hampton

Joy! Luke 1:46-56 is known as “Mary’s Song” in which she begins by glorifying 
God and singing for joy. Like Mary, each of us can sing a song of joy because 
Jesus has entered the world, and we would be fitting in well by doing so. 

Angels sang and kings came from the east to worship and marvel at what God 
has done. We get to marvel at the incredible gift God has given in Jesus, that he 
would step into a world broken and marred by sin. The knowledge that God is 
making all things new and that God cannot be defeated brings us glad tidings 
of comfort and joy…even in the midst of a world filled with darkness and pain. 
We look back with joy and amazement that God would come into this world, 
and we look forward to his return, expecting the great unceasing joy that he has 
promised us! 

Rejoice! God is with us! 

Reflection: Reflect on John 16:20-24 today open to receiving the joy of the 
Lord that gives us strength. 

Activity: 
Worship in community on Sunday.
Practice the power of repetition with Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I will say, rejoice.” Read this again and again out loud and even 
really loud a couple times! 
Attend our Chili Feed & Caroling night of fun December 14, 6:30pm. 



Monday •  Devotional
Pastor Shelly Doane with Brianna Elwood (5th Grader)

Isaiah 29:17-29

Shepherds. Have you ever thought about shepherds? They have a job which 
most would consider lowly. They aren’t rich.  They watch and care for sheep. 
Do you find it interesting that God chose shepherds as the first to receive the 
announcement of Jesus’ birth?

Jesus, a king, yet born in a lowly stable. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, (remember, a 
lowly job) watches over and cares for His sheep.

Oh, the joy and hope that Jesus brought to the world when He was born! The 
shepherds were certainly filled with joy and hope as they listened to the angels 
announce the birth of the long-awaited Messiah.

Jesus is the hope that brings everlasting joy to those who follow Him. But, we 
must choose. Will we “always be joyful?”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16) Will we choose 
joy even in the unhappiness of the world?  We are called to let this joy shine forth 
from our lives so that we can extend hope to others as we point them to Jesus. 
Let’s shine the Joy!

Reflection: Will you join with the shepherds by choosing the joy and hope of 
Jesus? If so, how does the joy of Jesus influence your life:  the choices you make, 
your reactions to circumstances. How is it impacting those you interact with 
daily?

Activity:
Consider sponsoring a child as a family this next year or helping in the 
refugee efforts. See www.ncm.org for more information.
Bake and deliver cookies for your neighbors with an invitation to the 
Christmas Eve services at 4:30 & 6:00pm and Christmas service at 10:30am. 
Pick a fun game to play with a group or your family and share some joy with 
each other!



Tuesday:
Luke 22:39-69 & 1 John 1:4-7

Wednesday: 
Mark 1:1-8 & John 3:16-21



Thursday •  Devotional 
Pastor Heidi & Craig Jelsovsky

Isaiah 43:14-21

Imagine being a first century shepherd in the Judean deserts. Imagine setting up 
camp for the night knowing that the springs you are searching for are less than 
a day away. Imagine the anticipation and the hope of the celebration around the 
campfire coming tomorrow night. Oh, how your joy will be made complete. And 
then your daydreaming is interrupted by a host of angels proclaiming “Good 
news!” You know you should be excited, but you can’t stop thinking about the 
campfire celebration that will never be.

But then a new and different hope wells up. A greater anticipation begins to stir 
inside as follow this never before seen star towards your new destination. Who 
is this new king you go to worship? How has the old disappointment of a lost 
celebration been overtaken by a new joy that seems truly complete?

As we, like the shepherds, anticipate the coming of the Christ child this advent 
season we can focus on the words of the prophet Isaiah. Let’s set aside the things 
the world tells us to put our hope in and anticipate new things God wants to do 
in us and through us so that our joy will be made complete.

Reflection: How might it have felt to be a first century shepherd so close to 
his destination, the springs (water)? How much greater would that feeling of 
anticipation be in response to the good news by the angels?

Activity:
Place a shoe box in a high-traffic area of your home with note cards and 
pens. Write down joyous memories, stories or thoughts and drop them in 
the box. On Christmas day, share the stories before you share presents.
Check out The Justice Movement and find a way to get involved in their 
“Just Water” challenge .
During your next coffee stop, buy a coffee for the customer behind you.



Friday: 
Psalm 130 & John 9:1-7

Saturday
Psalm 72 & Luke 3:1-9



• Week 4 •  
Dec 18 - 24

Loving and Righteous Savior, we humbly pray that you would shine on our world today. 
Redeemer, come abide with us, in us and around us. As we wait expectantly, may our 
hearts be stirred with great anticipation to receive your presence so that we would 
know and receive your grace and Love more profound ly. May our celebration of your 
free gift of Love that came and stil l comes so lavishly into our lives without abandon, 
move us to give as freely as you have. Bless our attempts to share your mercy, grace, 
and Love with others, so that they too may receive release from fears, sins and f ind 
rest in you. Help us point to the One who is Love - Jesus, with every step we take 
this season. Amen. 

Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. 
Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; 

let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.
Psalm 31:16 & 43:3



Sunday •  Sermon Devotional
Pastor Johnny Hampton

Love.  This week brings a host of emotions and experiences. Some people will 
feel the warmth of a home and belonging. Others may experience the jarring 
disappointment that can come during holidays like this. It can be a season of 
opposites – of highs and lows, joy and sadness, calm and busy.  We can also 
identify opposites in the Biblical Christmas story. For example, angels – heaven’s 
best, interacting with shepherds – earth’s lowliest. 

In our world, we dismiss what doesn’t seem to go together. Yet in God’s great 
love for us, we received in Jesus Christ the opposite of what we deserve – life 
instead of death. In Luke 1:57-80, the prophecy of hope is proclaimed for the 
first time in 400 years – hope that points to a God of love, “to a knowledge of 
salvation through the forgiveness of our sins, to the tender mercy of our God, to 
the light which shines on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and to a hope that guides our feet into the path of peace” (vs. 77-79). 

The light has come into the world. There is no greater love than this. Light has 
dawned. Love has come. Love is here.

Reflection: Are you open to receiving God’s love and the knowledge that you 
are loved just as you are? Are you captivated by such a contagious love? If so, 
spread it!  

Activity: 
Worship in community on Sunday 
Write a list of wounds & wonders you’ve experienced. Then pray that God 
would continue to enable you to praise the Lord in all circumstances.
Declutter your closets and drawers. Throw away the junk and pass on the 
usable excess to someone you know or an organization. Share with others. 



Monday •  Devotional
Pastor Jesse Shuster

1 Samuel 3:1-14 & Matthew 1:18-25

I wonder what Joseph must have been thinking when he found out his new wife 
was pregnant and the child could not have been his own. Can you imagine the 
heartbreak and turmoil that this man was going through? Then the impossible 
happens when God sends an angel in a dream. “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

I’m assuming that Joseph was extremely relieved when the truth was brought 
to his attention.  Not only relief but he had just learned that the prophecy of 
all prophecies was finally unfolding and HE got to play a HUGE part in God’s 
story of redemption. Joseph could have written his dream off as “just a dream. 
He could have justifiably divorced Mary and moved on with his life.  But, instead 
he chose to be honorable and to believe in the God of miracles.

A few years ago I wrote a song called “I Look At Him”.  It was written about 
Joseph and his possible perspective on that Holy night when Christ was born.  
The chorus goes like this:

I look at Him, He looks at me
And deep within His eyes I can see eternity
I know, I know this child that she’s holding
Will someday hold my soul

Reflection: Is there something that has happened in your life that, in the 
beginning seemed like a curse and then later, that thing became a huge blessing?

Activity:
Adopt a family for Christmas week. Pray specifically for them, surprise 
them with gifts or time to rest while you clean their home, watch their kids, 
or shop and pay for their groceries. shop and pay for their groceries. 
Worship with us on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Love has come! 



Tuesday:
Psalm 27:1-4 & 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Wednesday:
Psalm 119:105-106 & John 7:53 - 8:11



Thursday •  Devotional 
Jadon Compher (12th Grader)

1 Samuel 3:15-21 & Matthew 1:18-25

Joseph was a “just man”, and a direct descendant of David. He was was most likely 
well educated and attended temple faithfully. He also understood the carpenter 
trade and Joseph had an exceptional reputation with the people around him and 
with the faith leaders. 

He was pledged to be married to Mary but before Mary and he were together 
she became pregnant. As you might expect, this would deeply hurt Joseph, yet 
he still did not want to expose Mary to public disgrace.  He planned to divorce 
her quietly. In the midst of his anguish he fell into a deep sleep, where the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said “Joseph Son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 

Joseph awoke now to a very difficult decision: Will he take Mary as his wife, or 
will he fight God to conserve his reputation. By taking Mary as his wife it could 
appear as though Joseph was the one to cause Mary’s pregnancy even though 
they had yet to marry. He knew he could lose his position, friends, family and 
possibly his carpentry business. Through God’s lens of hope, he sacrificed all of 
this to take part in God’s plan. 

Joseph loved the Lord and Mary enough to trust God with everything. He 
sacrificed everything out of hope and selflessness to fulfill a plan he could not 
have possibly imagined. His selflessness came from a deep love for the Lord and 
the hope he had for what God could do with it. 

Reflection: Is there a place in your life you don’t think God could use in his 
plan? What is God asking you to trust him with today?

Activity:
Visit someone at an assisted living home. Ask to them share their story. 
Volunteer at a local soup kitchen or food bank. 



Friday:
Luke 22:1-30 & Ephesians 5:6-14

Saturday:
Luke 22:31-38 & 1 Peter 2:5-9

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen



What's next?
This may be the literal bookend, so to speak, for this resource, but the journey 
as ones in the art of becoming continues. C.S. Lewis wrote “one of the purposes 
for which God instituted prayer may have been to bear witness that the course 
of events is not governed like a state but created like a work of art.” If this is true, 
than we truly are in the art of becoming. Ultimately, we are God’s greatest work 
of art which God is still working on and through (Philippians 2:13).

If we say “Yes” to Jesus, and embrace the One who has come, then we journey 
forward in Hope because we’ve received that Hope. Let’s be a people stepping 
into tomorrow in faithful trust that the One who was - born in a simple manger, 
is also the One who is - our Emmanuel. He is God with us.

Keep praying, keep worshiping, keep serving as children of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. Never be satisfied with status quo spiritual growth, but 
hunger and thirst for deep to deeper in Christ. Don’t quit gathering as the family 
of God and keep hiding God’s word in your hearts as you point people to Jesus 
and inspire others to be a part of God’s mission of love and redemption.

Some practical next steps we encourage you to pursue here at Tree City Church:
Sign up for a Discovery Class and learn more about who you are 
Join a Small Group or get involved in a Ministry Group
Serve with youth, children, hospitality, Upward Sports, media, the TCC 
Cafe or in another area in the life of the church.

Finally, the pastoral staff welcomes you to connect with us. Keep stepping in faith 
and go in God’s grace, knowledge, and peace - Shalom - that brings wholeness 
in Jesus, the Life! 

As I have been sent, so I send you! 
Jesus
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