
Introduction
Throughout history, the global Church has embraced a tradition during the four 
weeks prior to Christmas, known as Advent. Advent is a Latin word that literally 
means “coming” or “appearing”. This season is an invitation to celebrate and 
experience the story of the God who comes or advents into the world. There is 
deep intention that this be a time of preparation and waiting while expecting 
Jesus’ arrival. For much of the Western world, Advent has become a piece of 
chocolate revealed in a calendar each day, or a mere coutdown to Christmas. 
But for the Christian it’s a great deal more! This can be a new beginning, filled 
with rich symbolism, meaning, and opportunities to dig deep into the mystery 
of an incredibly profound story of love. The season is not intended to dispel the 
mystery but to be captivated by the source of the mystery - a loving God who 
came to a dark and hopeless time for the redemption of the world. 

Christmas time is celebrated in a plethora of ways throughout the globe. 
Unfortunately for many, the Christmas season has become so full of parties 
and shopping, that the holiday is often marked more with busyness, chaos, and 
consumerism than with the Savior King who came in diapers. These four weeks 
of Advent leading up to Christmas affords us the opportunity to slow down 
and wait for the coming Lord. In fact, these four weeks historically represent 
the 400 years of silence (from Malachi to John the Baptist) that the Israelites 
experienced, waiting for the Messiah to come. 

As the Church lives between two mysterious Advents - Christ having come as 
a baby and Christ yet to return in full glory - we celebrate the Emmanuel (God 
with us) today. Advent is characterized by a posture of readiness in anticipation 
of the God that loved us so much that He became us to redeem and restore. 
As we explore the story of Advent, whether for the first time or once again, we 
are given the opportunity to discover God’s astounding intervention in human 
history through Jesus. We allow our lives to be reexamined and realigned after 
Jesus’s way of living - the way of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. 

Ultimately, Advent is about encountering the One who enables us to become 
attentive and active participants in God’s redemptive mission of love as sons and 
daughters of the King. Let’s journey together this Advent 
into God’s extravagant Love Story.



Instructions
This resource is for individuals, families, and small groups. While the Christmas 
season can be a busy time, we encourage you to take this Advent journey with 
us. Invite at least one other person to join you as this can be a  great expression 
of the family of God.

We all have our limitations, therefore, take the initiative to sit down with your 
family, spouse, small group or your own personal calendar and plot out a sane 
course of engagement for the season. Take note of special events, traditions and 
other important activities. Mark out time for these devotionals and activities. 
Our prayer is that you will “be able to decide what really matters… [and] that 
you will be filled with the fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus Christ, 
in order to give glory and praise to God” (Phil 1).

So, here’s what to expect from this resource…



Prayer for the Week
Each week begins with a prayer tied specifically to the theme of the week. Let 
these prayers be catalytic for re-centering each week.

Sunday Devotions 
These will consist of a main devotional point that correlates with Pastor Johnny’s 
Sunday sermon and our weekly Advent theme. Each sermon in its entirety can 
also be found on our web site at www.treecitychurch.com/sermons2/

Weekday Devotions
Each Tuesday and Thursday are short devotionals written by some of our very 
own Tree City Church members that correspond to the weekly theme. Each 
devotional is rooted in scripture with reflective questions to help us engage 
deeper and challenge us even further. 

Activities
We are to be both hearers and doers of the Word. We understand that lives get 
busy during this time of the year therefore, you have full permission to adjust this 
material to fit your lifestyle. Yet, please pray about how to engage in the activities. 
This may be one way the Lord can challenge your faith journey this season. 

Scripture & Journaling Days
Here we invite you to dig deep into the story of God with the lectionary readings 
(selected portions of scripture), that the Church universal uses throughout the 
year. Journaling is a great practice for reflection and prayer where heart, mind, 
and soul can be expressed through pen and paper. This can be a place of grace. 

May this be a season of new birth and rediscovery for us all! 



• Week 1 • 
Dec 3 - Dec 9

Dear Heavenly Father,
This is my one word prayer: P EACE.

I can’t see ahead. I don’t know what to do.
Here are al l my fears and my questions… [share yours]

I want to experience your perfect peace.
Let it be with me. Just as you say.

Hold me, so I can hear you whisper to me, “You don’t have to know the way. I do.”
In Jesus’ name, Amen

O Son of God, we wait for you in love for your appearing. 
We know you sit on the throne, and we, your name, are bearing. 

- Phillip P. Hiller “O Son of God, We Wait for Thee”



Sunday, Dec 3  •  Pastor Johnny Hampton
Hosea 1 - 2

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him won’t perish but will have eternal life. God didn’t send his Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through him. - John 3:16-17

Jesus, the newborn King, came into the world because of God’s great love for us.

Advent draws us into the greatest love story still being told. Traditionally, this 
season finds us captivated with the birth story of Jesus found in the early chapters 
of Matthew and Luke. However, the birthing pains of this love story began long 
before God sent Jesus to be born of the virgin Mary. During this Advent season, 
we will adventure our way through the Old Testament prophecy of Hosea. 

Hosea is not a book in the Bible that comes quickly to mind when we think 
about the reason for the season. However, the book of Hosea points to this great 
love story - the story of salvation God offers through Jesus. The theme of Hosea 
is one of lost people being found because of a God who relentlessly pursues us 
to be in relationship. In that pursuit, we discover a God who grieves when people 
reject his love. This does not describe a weak God, but a loving God. This God is 
not distant but active, present, and pursues us for relationship out of love. 

God “came down” in the person of Jesus, yet God “came down” centuries earlier 
when God’s people were given a future and a land. Today, while we wait for Jesus 
to “come down” again, God’s salvation happens in anticipatory ways as we realize 
we are valuable in God’s sight when we come to know Jesus personally, and when 
we learn to appreciate and care for one another corporately.

Reflection: When the love story shown through Jesus becomes visible in our 
lives, then God’s boundless love, grace and mercy can save the world. What 
would that look like practically for you?

Activity: 
•	 Worship with us on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00am and at our Advent gatherings 

on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.

•	 Tomorrow, press the snooze button and take that time 
to ask, “Jesus, how may I receive and not reject your 
love?” Text yourself what comes to mind so you can be 
reminded about it later in the day. 



Tuesday, Dec 5  •   Tim Whetstone
Micah 4:1-5 & 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Believing God is good all the time can be difficult. In faith however, we believe 
God so loved the world and cared so deeply that he advented (came) among us 
and became us. God came to “flesh” out His love story. Born during the Roman 
empire which governed with brutality and terror, Jesus’ family experienced 
genocide before becoming refugees during a time of classism and racism. Yet, 
God  came because He is love and love gives of itself even when it may be rejected. 

Jesus faced rejection and still called people to  love - to follow him and learn 
about a faithful, good, and loving Father God. Paul reminds us in his letters that 
God calls us all, even in the midst of our dark world. And out of God’s deep grace 
and love, He is still calling to seek and redeem. 

In Christ Jesus and through the Holy Spirit, God faithfully strengthens and 
empowers us to be a people of peace and grace. The prophet Micah announced 
that God lifts people out of destruction and into hope. We can trust God to 
transform us into people who walk humbly and gracefully as ones who have beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks because we 
are filled with an extravagant Love - Jesus Christ who was, is, and is to come. 

Reflection: What would it mean for you to trust God and His promise of peace? 
While you decorate your house, make a list of ways God might transform His 
home in you to be a person of peace and love.

Activity: 
•	 Take the opportunity to babysit, shop or run errands for someone you know 

is sick or in need of a break.

•	 Hug someone you normally wouldn’t 

•	 Plan to attend A Traditional Christmas at Tree City Church Sunday 
December 10 at 5:00pm

Monday, Dec 4
Psalm 25 & Psalm 80 
Watch the video at www.treecitychurch.com/resources



Wednesday, Dec 6
Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38



Thursday, Dec 7  •  Brad Shingler
Jeremiah 1:4-10 & Mark 13:24-37

Have you ever been so anxious you cannot sleep, when the anticipation for 
the  coming events direct your every thought? Will you be prepared and act 
correctly? Will it all work out as you expect? Such expectations can be valid or 
simply painful.  

It’s easy to look around us and get caught up in the seasonal events and allow 
them to guide our thoughts. A faithless folly where we often miss the presence of 
God. So focused on our own expectations, that the ultimate expression of God’s 
love is overshadowed. We emphasize during Advent, the One, born to redeem, 
restore, and reveal the depth of God’s love to a fallen people. Yet, the world often 
continues with it’s ornament passivity toward this expression of God’s love.

In his gospel Mark talks about Christ’s return. He challenges God’s people to 
remain “alert”, in anticipation of Christ’s return, despite the muting doldrum of 
earthly existence. A return that reveals the continuing fulfillment of God’s love. 
This season is a steadfast reminder of the reality that Christ came and dwelt 
among us in human flesh to reveal the love of God for humanity. Along with this 
first expression of God’s love, we live in a time of the revelation that Christ will 
come again to restore all of creation.

Jeremiah challenges us to contemplate how God may be calling us to be His 
voice to those around us, of His love. Let’s go and find ways to express the truth 
of God’s love to those around us. 

Reflection: Are you simply existing in the holiday hoop-la and being consumed 
by valueless expressions of the season or are rejoicing in the fullness of God’s 
love for humanity? Whom will you reveal God’s love to this season?

Activity:
•	 Share your story of God’s love in your life with someone. 

•	 Be a part of Angel Tree Ministry. Watch this short video www.prisonfellowship.
org/resources/video/ or visit the Angel Tree display in the church foyer. 

•	 Bake and deliver goodies to your neighbors along with an invitation to our 
Christmas Eve Sunday services. 



Friday, Dec 8
Jeremiah 33:14-16 & 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Saturday, Dec 9
Psalm 27; Ezekiel 36:22-28



• Week 2 •  

Dec 10 - 16

Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas 
draws closer, may we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every 

aspect of our lives and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. 
Amen.

Peace I give you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

- Jesus (John 14:27)



Sunday, Dec 10  •  Pastor Johnny Hampton
Hosea 11

I love telling childhood stories to my kids. The things I did as a kid I would never 
let my kids do today. However, as I think back to those days as a child, I begin 
seeing my parents in the peripheral of my memories. Standing there, watching, 
helping, looking on…protecting.

As a parent now, I realize how much I took the protection of my parents for 
granted – bailing me out, catching my falls, and teaching me how to “walk” 
through life. Parents do a lot of laughing as they teach their kids to walk. They 
also do a lot of rescuing.

Throughout God’s love story for His people, He does a lot of rescuing of his 
children. We can forget how deeply devoted God has been in our lives throughout 
time.

In Hosea 11 we encounter God teaching Ephraim to walk (11:3). We encounter 
this image of a lion-strong God roaring to call His children back – so devoted to 
protecting His relationship with His people that God would exercise powerful 
mercy. God’s devoted presence in our lives is exactly what Advent recalls and 
promises.

Reflection: Take time to be reminded and recount God’s faithful presence in 
your life and the devoted love for you as one of His beloved children.

Activity: 

•	 Worship with us on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00am and at our Advent gatherings 
on Wednesday evening at 6:30pm.

•	 Recapture the lost art of writing a letter. Send a note of thanks or an encouraging 
scripture to someone special in your life today.



Tuesday, Dec 12 •  Dave & Drew Arnold
Malachi 2:10-3:1 & Luke 1:5-17 (18-25)

God repeatedly warned His people to avoid temptations that would draw their 
attention away from Him. When His warnings were ignored and the Israelites 
fell into sin, He would demonstrate His love over and over again, by offering 
them more love, even if it was to be rejected once again. God is always gracious 
and in fact, “slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion” 
(Numbers 14:18). 

God’s love and forgiveness are shown yet again when He promises a messenger 
to His disobedient children. Malachi promises this messenger would bring them 
back to their Lord and ultimately pave the way for an even greater offering. God 
doesn’t ever quit trying to reach His people and provide a way for them to return 
home. In fact, he wants to use us to help pave the way for others to encounter the 
love of Jesus too. This crazy love by God, culminated in the greatest Christmas 
gift ever given and His love is devoted to never stop trying to graciously reach 
us all.

Reflection: How has God been gracious and forgiving to you? What message 
would you like God to communicate through you today? 

Activity: 
•	 Take a prayer walk in your neighborhood and pray for your neighbors, 

schools, parks, and strangers that God’s devoted love may be recognized and 
experienced in your community. 

•	 Final exams are in full swing for students. Create a cram session survival kit to 
offer a little crazy love. Fill the kit with goodies, school supplies, gift cards, and 
an encouraging note. Deliver or mail it to the student. 

Monday, Dec 11
Isaiah 26:7-15; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Watch the video at www.treecitychurch.com/resources



Wednesday, Dec 13
Psalm 126; Acts 2:37-42



Thursday, Dec 14  •  Angela Monroe
Habakkuk 3:2-6 & Philippians 3:7-16

Devotion is a funny word. There are many meanings and definitions. In church, 
we talk about doing our devotions, but what does that mean? According to 
the Mirriam-Webster dictionary, devotion is “the act of dedicating”. In our 
Philippians passage, Paul has expressed a wonderful example of devotion. He 
writes, “I have lost everything for him [ Jesus]…”. 

The season of Advent is all about waiting. It is about waiting for Jesus to come, 
waiting for Christmas, waiting for the cross and the resurrection. In this season 
of waiting, devotion can seem difficult. We become impatient and don’t want to 
do any more than we have to. But God does not shy away in the waiting. His love 
is devoted. He is dedicated to loving us, always. I imagine that he is anticipating 
the coming of Christ just as much as the Israelites; that he cannot wait to unveil 
the extravagant love that is found in Jesus Christ. In the season of waiting, God 
reaches out, desiring for us to be dedicated in the meantime. In the season of 
waiting, He reaches out, loving us so extravagantly that he is ready to give his 
Son as an example to us.

Reflection: In this season of waiting, how can you further devote yourself to 
pointing people to Jesus and loving them extravagantly too? 

Activity:
•	 Consider volunteering at the local Rescue Mission or Food Bank.

•	 Leave packages of wipes on different public restroom changing tables with a 
note - Merry Christmas.



Friday, Dec 15
Habakkuk 3:13-19; Philippians 3:12-16

Saturday, Dec 16
Matthew 21:28-32; Mark 1:1-8



• Week 3 •  
Dec 17 - 23

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a sign of your love. 
Guide us as we strive to walk in that love together as a family this Advent. As we 

prepare our hearts for Christmas, bring us closer to each other. Give us the grace and 
strength we need every day. Help us to always trust in you. C ome, Lord Jesus, lead al l 
people closer to you. C ome and dispel the darkness of our world with the light of your 

love. Amen.

The prophetic task of the church ultimately goes beyond speaking a message of 
judgment or salvation. It in the end is to participate so authentically in the life of 
God that the love of God is realized and embodied through the people of God. 

- Timothy W. Green



Sunday, Dec 17  •  Pastor Johnny Hampton
Hosea 3

Hosea 3 describes God’s hope of reconciliation with His people – that the 
relentless pursuit of God’s love for us will begin to be reciprocated. For Hosea, 
Gomer is not the ideal choice for a woman to love but instead to culturally avoid. 
Yet, he is instructed to love her and a movement takes place from “taking a wife” 
to “loving a woman.”

This is a living metaphor of our God who is also faced with a hostile relationship 
with His people because of continual opposition. Let’s be clear about something 
– we, throughout time, have not made it easy for God to “take us” as His people. 
Yet, he chooses to “love us” again and again and expresses that love through 
reconciliation as He returns His love for us by sending Jesus.

God’s love for us is greater than our rebellion toward God. This gives us a great 
hope of reconciliation with our loving Father. The love of God expressed to us 
through Jesus closes the door on sin and opens a new door for restoration. In 
other words, “To know this divine love is to live this divine love. To know the 
God of reconciliation is to become a person and even more a community of 
reconciliation. This message of love speaks powerfully both to individuals who 
know the love of God and to the church whose very being was birthed by the 
love of God. To have known this love is to make this love known; to be loved in 
this way is to love in this same way. One cannot help but hear the admonition of 
John, ‘Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another’ (1 
John 4:11)” - Timothy W. Green. 

Reflection: How might you authentically participate in God’s divine love 
this week with your family, friends, colleagues, classmates, stranger, church 
fellowship?

Activity:
•	 Worship with us on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00am 

•	 Attend our Chili Feed & Caroling night of fun December 20, 6:30pm.

•	 Slow down and take some time to be present with a 
shut-in or someone in the hospital. You might even 
consider taking them some Christmas goodies too.



Tuesday, Dec 19   •  Nadine Reece
Malachi 3:16-4:6 & Luke 1:46-55

After learning that God had chosen her for the impossible - to conceive a child 
as a virgin and to mother God’s own Son - Mary responded with “My soul 
magnifies the Lord!”

Sometimes our extremely challenging and painful seasons can skew our 
perspective until our God and our circumstances feel like they’re the same 
size. But when we magnify Him, we put into perspective that He is bigger 
than our fears and our pain. We remember His greatness, and meditate on His 
character through the Word. We build confidence from His abounding love 
and faithfulness toward us in every season, and comfort in knowing our Great 
Shepherd will make all things work together for good (Rom. 8:28). 

Mary modeled loving God in so many ways. She loved Him with her surrender 
(Luke 1:38). She loved Him through her praise and worship (Luke 1:46-55 is a 
song). She loved Him with her faith and trust (Luke 2:19).  

This Advent, may we find peace in magnifying the Lord, and pour out our love 
to Him through worship, surrender, and trust as well.

Reflection: What areas in your life need to be brought into perspective through 
magnifying the Lord above all?

Activity:
•	 Fast a meal this week and donate that money to our Tree City Church friends 

and partners in Southern Mexico through Nazarene Compassionate Ministries 
International www.ncm.org/mexico-disaster

•	 Declutter your closets and drawers. Throw away the junk and pass on the 
usable excess to someone you know or an organization. Share with others.

Monday, Dec 18
Psalm 126; Acts 3:17-4:4
Watch the video at www.treecitychurch.com/resources



Wednesday, Dec 20
Psalm 89:1-4 & Mark 9:9-13



Thursday, Dec 21  •  Brad Yuly
Luke 1:39-45 & John 1:1-28

The excitement we get when someone walks off a plane or grandparents pull 
into the driveway is just a glimmer of the joy Elizabeth felt when Mary came to 
visit. There is no doubt that John the Baptist, whom Elizabeth was carrying, felt 
the presence of the Lord through the mothers’ greeting. “Blessed is she who has 
believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her” (Luke 1:45).  

John and Jesus both came from ordinary families, who weren’t of high standing 
or prominent figures of society, but lived a lives of service to all who were around 
them. Even though they estimate only six months between John and Jesus, John 
knew he had to spread the gospel about the true light ( John 1:6-9). John was a 
shining example of God’s love by sharing with the people the glory of the One 
and Only (v 14). 

Know that it is never impossible for God to show his love in unimaginable ways. 
Mary, who was a virgin, and Elizabeth, who was barren, both shared in God’s 
miraculous love and unyielding faithfulness by having blessed conceptions. John 
got the opportunity to share about Jesus who returned to us in human form to 
show us His unfailing love. God’s love story has been and is still today filled with 
unexpected characters revealing His love for all. 

Reflection: This holiday season how has God’s love been revealed to you or how 
can you share God’s love with others?

Activity:
•	 Set an alarm on your phone for 3:20pm each day. When the alarm goes off, 

read Ephesians 3:20 (or 19-21) and ask for God to do His unimaginable work.

•	 Place a shoe box in a high-traffic area of your home with note cards and pens. 
Write down joyous memories, stories or thoughts and drop them in the box. 
On Christmas day, share the stories before you share presents. 

•	 During your next coffee stop, buy a coffee for the customer behind you. 



Friday, Dec 22
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; Hebrews 1:1-4

Saturday, Dec 23
John 7:40-52; Hebrews 1:5-14



• Week 4 •  
Dec 24 - 30

Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and light, many of us are 
struggling with the heaviness of life - burdens that steal our joy. Tragedy arrives 
as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be afraid!” We confess 

that our hearts are too often f il led with wonder of a different kind: wondering when 
the bil ls wil l be paid, when the terror wil l stop, when rest wil l come. Wil l it ever? Is 
the message stil l true? In a world where worry seems to prevail, stir up the good 
news again. Make it real in our hearts. We crave Your joy and peace more than now. 
Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Emmanuel.  You’ve promised rest for the weary, 

victory for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken 
hearted—not just at Advent, but everyday of every year. We know that peace on 

earth can only come when hearts f ind peace with You. Give us You, Jesus.

Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. Send forth 
your light and your truth, let them guide me: let them bring me to your holy 

mountain, to the place where you dwell. 
- Psalm 31:16



Sunday, Dec 24  •  Pastor Johnny Hampton
Hosea 14 & John 12:23-26

I have vivid memories of a traveling revival preacher who came through our 
small-town church preaching up a storm, wagging his index finger at us, wiping 
the sweat off his forehead and shouting at the top of his lungs, “REPENT! Or 
face the fire of hell!” Needless to say, I was at the altar that night. I’m not sure if I 
was there to repent or if I just wanted that guy to stop yelling at me.

That’s extreme, right? That kind of preaching can make it easy for us to shy away 
from calling people to repentance because we worry about offending someone 
by asking them to turn from sin. Yet, we need to remember how God loves us.

The kind of love God gives makes repentance a little easier to receive and 
communicate. We don’t repent in fear of facing the fire of hell. We repent because 
God’s love gives us the opportunity to repent. We repent because the only one 
who can save us is Jesus – not the work of our hands (Ephesians 3:8-10).

“Return to the Lord your God” (Hosea 14:1). Do so, and the promise is healing, 
love, growth, protection, life, wisdom, strength, eternal life. As we repent and 
return to God, He gathers us up and holds us close. Although we may have acted 
as unfaithful people, God will never serve us divorce papers. God is faithful. God 
calls us home, God gives us forgiveness, God gives us love. God’s love gives.

What a beautiful love story!

Reflection: How might you give the love you’ve received from God today?

Activity:
•	 Worship with us on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00am 

•	 Adopt a family for this Christmas week. Pray specifically for them, surprise 
them with gifts or time to rest while you clean their home, watch their kids, or 
shop and pay for their groceries. 

•	 Wish as many people as possible a Merry Christmas today.



Tuesday, 2nd day of Christmas  •  Sheila Taylor
Psalm 96 & Luke 2:1-20
I try to imagine the mixture of wonder and fear the shepherds must have felt 
that glorious night! I imagine they were settling in; stoking their fires; deciding 
whose turn it was to be on night-watch, when the sky suddenly lit up with the 
glory of the LORD! 

An angel appears and speaks: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all people... a Savior has been born to you” (Luke 2:10-11).

On the long ago star-lit night, God’s Love gave the world a Savior, Jesus.

 “You are to give Him the name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” 
(Matthew 1:21). This is truly the good news that brings great joy because it’s the 
love gift that has been extended to all who will believe. 

This Advent Season we are invited to respond with great joy for the gift that Love 
has given you - a Savior!

“Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day”(Ps 96:2).

Reflection: Imagine yourself as one of the shepherds, having waited your entire 
life for a Messiah, a Savior... and you’ve just witnessed the miraculous! How does 
your heart respond with restored joy because the Greatest Love of all has given 
you His very best gift? 

Activity:
•	 Write a psalm of gratitude. Let this psalm help remind you to express God’s 

extravagant love through you. 

•	 Write a list of wounds and wonders you’ve experienced. Pray that God would 
continue to enable you to praise Him in all circumstances. 

•	 Mail a grocery or restaurant gift card to someone struggling financially. 

Monday, Christmas Day
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Luke 1:26-38
Watch the video at www.treecitychurch.com/resources



Wednesday, 3rd day of Christmas
Psalm 148; Matthew 18:1-14



Thursday, 4th day of Christmas  •  Rocky Clark
Luke 2:1-12 & 1 John 5:1-12

The time came… The angels had waited for that moment in time, the moment 
that all of creation waited for.

Like a new father rushing to announce the birth of his child, the angels rushed 
to the Shepherds in the field that night with news of the most extravagant gift of 
love ever given; God Himself joined humanity physically.

But why the Shepherds? Perhaps only they would fully understand what they 
were about to see…A baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.

History hints that these shepherds would wrap the Passover lambs in swaddling 
cloths right after birth and place them in a manger as part of their ceremony to 
keep the animals from blemish. So, could it be, that the Angel described Jesus’ 
being swaddled and in a manger so they would believe him to be the Lamb of 
God? Did the sign of the firstborn son wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in 
a manger have special significance to the shepherds? Would they believe He 
was messiah, the Son of God, being displayed from birth as the Passover Lamb, 
given in love to take our sins upon him?  Did they understand the Gift they were 
seeing?  

Reflection: Like the shepherds who most likely did not fully understand what 
they witnessed, we too must worship even though we may not fully understand 
yet. What are ways you can continue to worship at the feet of Jesus into this new 
year?

Activity: 
•	 Consider giving some of yourself away this week by donating blood to the 

American Red Cross.

•	 Text at least one person the remaining days of this week; God Loves You 
Extravagantly.

•	 Pick a fun game to play with a group or your family and share some joyful love 
with each other! 



Friday, 5th day of Christmas
Psalm 146; Proverbs 8:22-31

Saturday, 6th day of Christmas
Psalm 20; John 12:23-26; 2 Corinthians 4:15-18

Praise God, from whom al l blessings f low;
Praise God, al l creatures here below;
Praise Him above, you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy G host.

Amen



What's next?
This may be the literal bookend for this resource, but the journey as ones in the 
art of becoming continues. C.S. Lewis wrote “one of the purposes for which God 
instituted prayer may have been to bear witness that the course of events is not 
governed like a state but created like a work of art.” Ultimately, we are God’s 
greatest work of art which God is still working on and through (Philippians 
2:13).

If we say “Yes” to Jesus, and embrace the One who has come, then we journey 
forward in Love because we’ve received Love. Let’s be a people stepping into 
tomorrow in faithful trust that the One who was born in a simple manger, is also 
the One who is - our Emmanuel. He is God with us. This is truly an incredible 
Love Story.

Keep praying, keep worshiping, keep serving as children of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. Never be satisfied with status quo spiritual growth, but 
hunger and thirst for deep to deeper in Christ. Don’t quit gathering as the family 
of God. Keep hiding God’s word in your hearts as you point people to Jesus and 
inspire others to be a part of God’s mission of love and redemption.

Some practical next steps we encourage you to pursue at Tree City Church are:

•	 Sign up for the Love Languages Expanded class in January to discover how to 
better love and serve others

•	 Get involved in a Small Group or in our Mentor Ministry

•	  Serve in a ministry area, for example Upward Sports, or in an area in the life 
of our church

Finally, the pastoral staff welcomes you to connect with us. Keep journeying in 
faith and go in God’s grace, knowledge, and peace - Shalom. Live into God’s Love 
Story by receiving and giving Christ’s extravagant love. 

As I have been sent, so I send you! 
- Jesus


