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Introduction 

ad・vent  
/ad , vent/ 

noun 

The arrival of a notable person, thing or event:  

• The first season of the Christian Church year, including 
the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day. 

• The coming or second coming of Christ. 

Tis’ the season! In fact, a little over 200 years ago “ad” and 
“veneire” would be terms that we would be familiar with 
and participate in celebration as children of God as the 
Church. Advent is why we celebrate. Our Father in Heaven 
made a covenant with humanity, in our lowest of lows, in our 
shame, in our time of a righteous judgment before the exit 
of sweet fellowship with Him, that He would put hostility 
between the woman and the serpent, her offspring and the 
offspring of the serpent, and He (Jesus) will strike the 
enemy’s head and the enemy will strike His (Jesus’) Heel 
(Genesis 3:15).  

In other words, God’s promise came true and Jesus not only 
crushed the work of the enemy, but He conquered the 
World (John 16:33) and calls us to take heart because He is 
coming again! 
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Waiting can be strenuous; it can be tiring and can lead to 
various deviations being made of the big “why,” and we 
find ourselves even going through the motions hopelessly. 
Our waiting is not in vain though; our wait sits in between 
the mystery of what God said He would do (He did exactly 
what He said He would do) and now we wait on another 
promise of His coming. This is “Adventus.” 

This anticipation has become a time where we as His 
children get to slow down, reflect on a greater Hope - who 
was born in a manager and became flesh to commune with 
us, to rub shoulders with us, to lead us, to weep with us, to 
deliver us and to claim us - He is our portion! Now more 
than ever in a world that cluttered this hope with popular 
add-ons to make it appealing to the world, to allow family 
and even ourselves take center stage with our Christmas 
specialty drinks in one hand and our evidence of how our 
finances were spent in the other. This is the time to observe, 
to reflect and to respond in accordance to the great joy we 
have to a world that has become too content with Christmas 
lights and not with the Light of the World.  

Light triumphed. This same Light is now in you. God is with 
us! 

Observe, reflect and respond.  
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Instructions 
This a resource for families, small groups, prayer groups, 
and individuals to use to participate in the four weeks prior 
to Christmas day. This season is overflowing with joy and 
thanksgiving, and we want to share this anticipation as Tree 
City Church together with those familiar and unfamiliar. 
Commune, invite and interact with another family member, 
co-worker, neighbor or friend. Our schedules and busy-ness 
are often essential, but they may become our focus. This is 
the time to connect and engage as the church in a specific 
season. Our prayer with you is that this season may be one 
where we seek the face of God, His righteousness, and 
allow ourselves to rest and abide in His love and respond 
with “Where you lead me, Lord, I will obey and I will follow.” 

Here’s what this resource presents to us… 

Prayer for the Week 

Each week will start with a prayer that is related to the 
theme of the week. As we journey with Christ, may we 
approach His throne of mercy with boldness and 
thanksgiving - beginning to end.  

Sunday Devotions 

The week will begin with a devotional thought from our 
Sunday Advent services from the sermon preached. Each 
sermon is aligned with the theme of the week. Each Sunday 
service will be filmed live and broadcasted on Facebook and 
on our website. You can tunein with us at 
www.facebook.com/treecitychurch/. 
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Weekday Devotion 

Each week on Monday and Thursday there are short 
devotionals written by some of our very own Tree City 
Church members and correspond to the weekly theme. 
Each devotional is rooted in Scripture with reflection to help 
us engage deeper and challenge us even further. 

Scripture & Journaling Days 

Here we invite you to dive deep into the story of God with 
supplemental Scripture readings. Journaling is a great 
practice for reflection and prayer where heart, mind, and 
soul can be expressed through pen and paper. It can be a 
place of grace.  

Reflection & Activities  

We are to be both hearers and doers of the Word. We 
understand that lives get busy during this time of the year, 
and our hope is not to make it busier. You have full 
permission to adjust this material to fit your lifestyle. Yet, 
please pray about how to engage in the activities as well. 
God is always working and this might be one way the Lord 
can challenge your faith journey.  

May we experience more Hope, more Peace, more Joy 
more Love, and more of the LIGHT of Jesus this season! 
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Week One -“HOPE” 
December 2-8, 2018 

“Abba, you are the bearer and restorer of hope because it is 
who you are. We ask and declare that the storms of doubt 
and uncertainty may be calmed by one word declared from 
you. As we sing your praises in anticipation, continue to sing 
over your Church and we will not be shaken. Lord, you are 

good and you are with us, always. Amen.”  

“Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within 
me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 

Savior and my God.” 
Psalm 42:11 
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Sunday, December 2, 2018 
“Light Over Darkness” 

Read Genesis 1:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:6; John 1:1-5 

“Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never 
shows anybody.” – Mark Twain 

There probably isn’t a night that goes by when my head hits 
the pillow and if I thought hard enough about it, there was 
some light I failed to cast. There are words I wish I hadn’t 
said. There are missed opportunities to deepen a 
relationship or even begin one. There might even be 
bitterness we wish could somehow be removed. 

Our longing is for a place where LIGHT can reshape our own 
darkness. Can it be? Does that kind of LIGHT exist? It does. 

In fact, no matter where you look in the story of Christmas, 
you’ll discover light. Jesus is the light of the world! We sing 
songs like “Silent Night,” but it is not a song about 
darkness. It’s about THE Light. “Son of God, love’s pure 
light. Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of 
redeeming grace.” 

Advent – the season of anticipation and expectation for the 
LIGHT of the world – gives us plenty to sing about! Light has 
come into the world, and we never have to walk in darkness 
again. During this season, may you experience Light over 
darkness, peace in the midst of chaos, and may you 
experience the dawn of redeeming grace in your life! 

-Pastor Johnny 
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Monday, December 3, 2018 
Read Luke 1:1-25 

Zechariah and Elizabeth are both righteous before God and 
living blamelessly according to everything the Lord had 
commanded them. Both come from a priestly lineage, yet 
they still had suffering.  

Within the culture of Israel, a barren woman was a sign of 
disfavor from God. Barrenness was viewed as a family’s 
greatest misfortune. But we see that within Scripture, God 
uses this “misfortune” as an opportunity for blessing. 
Fruitfulness becomes God’s special blessing to God’s 
people, including Elizabeth. After years of feeling 
disgraceful among her people, Elizabeth bears the 
messenger of the good news - the one who is called to turn 
people to the Lord their God and to make the people ready 
for the coming of the Messiah into the world. The power in 
this passage is Elizabeth’s response in verse 25. “The Lord 
looked on me favorably.” 

Zechariah and Elizabeth serve as an example to all of us. In 
our barrenness and brokenness, God promises to remain 
relentlessly faithful. In the area of hopelessness in the midst 
of our journeys, God tells us to keep our faith over fear. 
Psalm 34:18 says, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Hope has come 
to us through a God who desires to be in relationship with 
us. Hope is God with us. 

-Austin Eleby 
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Reflection: Are there areas in life where God seems barren? 
Where you feel distant from God? Write down what you are 
feeling in response to these questions. In what way would 
you like God to be reborn in you today? 

Activity: Invite a friend or someone you would like to know 
over to your home for a meal and night of fellowship. 
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Tuesday, December 4, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 25:1-10 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 59:16-17 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Thursday, December 6, 2018 
Read Genesis 8:1-19 

Within this passage, we see the true power of God – 
releasing the flood waters, creating things new in the life of 
Noah and the animals. We can feel like we are in areas of 
flooding in our lives  where we are in over our heads with all 
that life has to throw at us. In these times, we have the 
opportunity to focus on the power and faithfulness of God. 
God has not and never will forget about you. Powerful winds 
are coming your way!  

Noah releases a dove in search of dry land. The dove 
becomes an advocate for Noah. In the same way, Jesus is an 
advocate for us. Our place of refuge and safety in the midst 
of storms. The dove has the ability to search because Noah 
opens the window. How can you open the window in your 
life to let God search after you? Our window to open is 
God’s word. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us” (John 1:14). God is searching after us through the 
narrative of Scripture. Open up the Word of God, seek the 
promises and restoration given to us just as Noah did, 
taking one step at a time. 

-Austin Eleby 
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Reflection: Do you spend more time focusing on the storm 
around you, or the restoration God offers through Scripture? 

Activity: Send a note to someone with an encouraging 
Scripture today.  
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Friday, December 7, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 61:1-2 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Saturday, December 8, 2018 
Journaling – Genesis 1:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Week Two - “PEACE” 
December 9-15, 2018 

“As we abide and rest in Your presence Lord, teach us Your 
ways. Teach us Your Shalom (peace), and when we get a 

good, refreshing fill of peace, we ask for a double portion 
because Your heart is for us, You’re our Provider and You are 

the Prince of Peace, forever and always. Amen.” 

“The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses 
His people with peace.” 

Psalms 29:11 
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Sunday, December 9, 2018 
“Light in the World” 

Read Isaiah 2:2-3; Isaiah 3:6-7; John 8:12 
Light is a powerful symbol. In fact, just three verses into the 
Bible we can see the powerful and foundational role light 
plays in the story of God. “And God said, ‘Let there be 
light,’ and there was light” (Genesis 1:3). Light leads us. 
Light lets us know when to begin and when to end. 

Jesus being described as the “Light of the world.” He is our 
ultimate guide. He is our beginning and our end. 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us of where we ought to go for 
true guidance and warns of false guidance. Years later, Jesus 
would encounter a group of people called Pharisees who 
challenges Jesus as the light of the world. In John 8, Jesus 
says to them, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me won’t walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

This week, consider who or what you are letting guide you? 
Have you considered where that thing or that person is 
guiding you? Will you end up in light, or darkness? 

Jesus as the light of the world wants to point us to all things 
true. We are called to follow the light. Jesus wants to 
expose any darkness in our lives not because He likes 
getting us into trouble, but because in His love and grace, 
He wants to see new life form within us. He wants to speak 
the new creation words into our lives, “Let there be light!” 
When we let Jesus shine His light on us – in us – we become 
made new. 

-Pastor Johnny 
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Monday, December 10, 2018 
Read Luke 1:26-38 

It was just another ordinary day for the average person in 
Nazareth, doing their daily task and chores, bumping into 
the usual locals saying about the same thing every day. 
Going through the motions in Nazareth is all too familiar 
because that’s the norm, right? Nazareth is the place I’ve 
been all my life and it shall be where I remain, everyone 
knows that nothing good can ever come from Nazareth.  

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” Mary, 
going about her every day, thinking she won’t amount to 
anything except the norm – have a husband and a good 
healthy family – and was disrupted by the blessing of the 
Lord. Just like anyone would, she responded from a point of 
reference - fear, worry, doubt, her daily chaos, and 
confusion. “Mary, Mary you have found favor with the Lord”. 
The promises of God for Mary were clear as day and almost 
felt foreign to her. The promise of the Hope and the Prince 
of Peace was to come disrupted the chaos that felt familiar.  

What are some of the things you feel are the norm for you?  

God’s heart for us is that He would be our portion and our 
peace. This is the season to reflect and respond by seeking 
to give these worries and burdens (clothed as the norm), big 
or small to the One we can cast our burdens too, Why? 
Because He cares for us.  

-Pastor Lesego Shibambo 
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Reflection: Take some time to be mindful of these norms 
and look around to see the blessings that count.  

Activity:  

● There is a proverb that refers to the tongue having 
the power over death and life. Is there a person or 
family on your heart who may need a word of life or 
encouragement in this season? Reach out to them 
and share your life.  

● Peace always prevails. Is there a person in your life 
that you’ve almost given up on? Calm that chaos by 
intentionally reaching out to them, have a 
conversation with them and pray with them.  
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Tuesday, December 11, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 77:11-14 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 91:2-6 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Thursday, December 13, 2018 
Read Luke 1:39-45 

After encountering an angel, who came with a blessing and 
promise of God that was not humanly possible sealed with 
the assurance that even in the midst of what may follow, 
“The Lord is with you,” what would you do? Tell someone of 
course! Mary rushes into Judea in excitement to let her 
cousin know what happened only to run more into God’s 
goodness and a greater expression of this awesome 
encounter. Elizabeth blessed her cousin with prayer and 
rejoicing of the good thing God did over her life.  

Praise, praise and praise some more. There is so much to be 
thankful for - things that have been done and the things and 
blessings that shall follow in our very own lives and those 
around us. In the face of the impossible, in the moment of 
overwhelming circumstances - with the odds against us - 
praise!  

Songs of the Birth of Christ, the promise Scripture points to, 
even songs of joy and thanksgiving will fill the atmosphere. 
Let a new song be sung over you and proclaim it with the 
breath of God this season! 

-Pastor Lesego Shibambo 
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Reflection: Praise is our proactive response to a Savior who 
is worthy of it all. Are you aware of how you praise God 
every day?  

Activity: 
• If you had to title your life as a praise and worship 

song, what would the title be? Write it down and share 
it with your friends. 

• (Not for the faint-hearted) Write down the title of your 
praise and worship life song on your name tag this 
Sunday at Tree City Church 9:30am or 11:00am. 
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Friday, December 14, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 139:7-8 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Saturday, December 15, 2018 
Journaling – Isaiah 2:2-3 & 3:6-7; John 8:12 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Week Three - “JOY” 
December 16-22, 2018 

“Abba, we are one week away from celebrating Your birth. 
May this whole season bring a joy that overflows and sets 

our hearts and feet to dance at every sweet offering of 
praise to You. We thank You that it was declared at the peak 

of mourning that it is finished so we can rejoice at dawn. 
Amen.” 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” 
Philippians 4:4 
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Sunday, December 16, 2018 
“Fear Not the Dark” 

Read Isaiah 60:1-3; 1 John 1:5-7 

What is the most basic remedy of a child’s fear of the dark? 
You guessed it – light! Being in the dark can be a scary 
thing. Achluophobia is the fear of the dark. It is one of the 
most common kinds of phobias people experience. I’ve yet 
to meet someone who genuinely likes to live in uncertainty 
or confusion, and darkness evokes both. We become 
disoriented, helpless, overwhelmed, and our perception is 
skewed without light. 

We experience incredible freedom when we can see the 
world around us, but when we live a life apart from Jesus, 
we are wearing a blindfold that causes us to walk in the 
dark. Doubt and uncertainty become our road map and we 
walk in circles while stubbing our toes and cracking our 
shins. Choosing to live a life with Jesus – having a 
relationship with Jesus – is the only thing that will remove 
the blindfold and bring light into our lives. In a relationship 
with Jesus, we are free from the darkness of our sins and our 
past, and we can boldly enter into the light of God’s 
presence. 

We don’t have to fear darkness because light overcomes 
darkness. Isaiah 60 begins with the words “Arise! Shine!” 
This is where we get the phrase “Rise and shine.” It is 
actually a Hebrew idiom encouraging people to stand up 
straight rather than be bent over with difficulties. God is 
calling us to stand up from where we are struggling and 
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move on. God invites us to show Him our face, reveal to him 
our posture and attitude each day. By inviting us to rise and 
shine, God tells us that we have the ability to shine in this 
dark world because of his enduring presence. Fear not the 
dark because “Though darkness covers the earth and gloom 
the nations, the Lord will shine upon you; God’s glory will 
appear over you” (Isaiah 60:2). word of life or 
encouragement in this season? Reach out to them and share 
your this life. 

-Pastor Johnny 
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Monday, December 17, 2018 
Read Luke 1:46-56 

Have you ever gotten such good news that you wanted to 
jump for joy? Shout out loud? Even sing? When Mary visits 
her sister and shares the good news she has received, she 
can’t help but sing for joy! But the context in which this 
happens is important to the passage. Last week we read 
about Mary receiving this good news from the angel. This 
isn’t when she sings for joy. She doesn’t sing for joy the next 
day when she wakes up, or alone in her room the next week. 
Mary sings for joy when she is in community. She sees 
Elizabeth and immediately shares her joy in an amazing way! 

We even see this wonderful community-centered joy in 
Mary’s song. First, Mary praises God for what he has done 
for her. She then praises God for who God is, what God has 
done, and what God is doing and will do. But Mary ends her 
song by recognizing that her praise is just a part of what 
God has done in her community. “He has come to the aid of 
his servant, Israel” (verse 54). When Mary praises, she knows 
that her praise is not just for her life, but the life of her 
community, and should be shared with her community.  

When we praise, how often do we look beyond our personal 
praise? During this season of Advent, we are celebrating 
that the light of Christ has come to us. It is for us, but it is 
not just for us! We celebrate in the community of believers 
this wonderful, awesome, tremendous thing that God has 
done for the community of believers. Light comes into 
Mary’s life, and she is full of joy, so she praises God for 
God’s work for her community, in her community.  
 

-Tyson Gusman 
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Reflection: This Advent season, how can we be 
remembering our joy in our communities? When you praise 
this week, think about how you can relate it to your 
community? Share your praise with family member, a friend, 
a coworker, or a classmate. 

Activity: Below, write down ways you can find joy in your 
community, ways your community gives you reasons to 
praise God, and names of people you can share your praise 
with. Then, do it! 
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Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 100:1-2 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 37:1-4 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Thursday, December 20, 2018 
Read Luke 1:57-79 

Elizabeth had been living in the darkness of relational 
seclusion for many months preparing for her baby to be 
born. But she experienced God’s mercy in the dark. 
Zechariah had spent months in the darkness of 
consequences rendered from seeking certainty (v.18) in 
place of faith. His inability to speak and possibly even hear 
could not stop him from being obedient. John was being 
formed by the grace of God in the warm darkness of his 
mother’s womb for a day when he would point the way to 
the light of Jesus. John’s name means: Yahweh has shown 
favor. 

Their neighbors participated in the darkness of fearful 
mystery with this family as they witnessed God’s moving and 
shaping in their lives. Even when we feel fear in the dark will 
we choose God’s peace? The country pondered in the 
darkness of an oppressive Roman political climate what all 
these signs could mean for their future. Zechariah’s 
prophecy emerges out of the darkness about his son John 
and how he will point the way to Jesus who saves his people 
from their sin. 

-Emily Zamorano & Kenny Wade 
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Reflection 
• How did the people in this passage respond to their 

season of darkness?  
• Are you experiencing any forms of darkness (fear, 

lonely, sad, or afraid) in your life? 
• How will you respond to the darkness? With fear, faith, 

or both? 

Activity 
• Journal or draw about any forms of fear or darkness 

you may be experiencing in your life.  
• Talk to a trusted friend about your fear in the darkness. 

Refuse to journey alone.  
• Sit in a dark and quiet place with a candle to read 

over Luke 1:57-79 two or three times. Do not try to 
get anything out of it. Just be with God in his story. 
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Friday, December 21, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 149:1-4 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Saturday, December 22, 2018 
Journaling – Isaiah 60:1-3; 1 John 1:5-7 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Week Four - “LOVE” 
December 23-29, 2018 

“Abba, we get to approach you and know you more, we 
gather, and this season matters because You first loved us. 
You sent Your Son, Jesus, at Your expense and sacrifice in 
our rebellion and sin for us why? Because You love us. You 
are righteous, love, grace and so much more. Holy Spirit, 

guide us and teach us to experience more of who You are so 
that the world may come to know You more because of this 
love that reigns in us. Your love for us is beyond anything we 

can imagine. Thank you. Amen.” 

“And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.” 

Colossians 3:14 
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Sunday, December 23, 2018 
“Watch Your Field by Night” 

Read Luke 2:1-20 

“Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their 
sheep at night” (Luke 2:8). That sounds like such a poetic 
thing taking place, doesn’t it? But in reality, here is another 
way of reading that: Nearby shepherds showed up for the 
night shift. However, on this night when they went to work, 
something spectacular happened. In the middle of showing 
up for the late shift, an angel appeared. A messenger from 
God brought a headline to them that has been ringing 
across the world for thousands of years: “A Savior has been 
born! He is Christ the Lord!”  

The shepherds were “keeping watch.” In the Bible, 
“keeping watch” means paying attention during the darkest 
time. We keep watch, we pay attention, because when we 
keep watch, we are in a position to see the light. In the 
middle of the watch, in the middle of the night, light came 
to the shepherds – “…the Lord’s glory shone around 
them…” (Luke 2:9). 

I read a story about a children’s Christmas play reenacting 
the story of Jesus’ birth. The manger was at stage center. 
Mary, Joseph, the Wise Men and a handful of shepherds 
were standing around the manger. Of course, the baby 
Jesus was lying in the straw. As the story was being narrated 
and characters were being added to the scene, children of 
the congregation began to swarm the stage acting as the 
“angels of heavenly host” robed in white. 
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There were so many of them that children began to battle 
for position around the manger to be able to see the baby 
Jesus. This battling for position resulted in one particular 
angel, a little girl who was shorter than most of them and 
ended up so far out on the fringes of things that she 
couldn’t see past the children in front of her. Her view of 
Jesus was blocked. Everyone sang on cue, “Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace, good will among men,” 
and then in a pause that followed the a cappella chorus, the 
small girl in a bout of frustration cried out in a loud, 
saddened voice, “Let Jesus show!” 

The story goes on to say that the director of the program, in 
a moment of inspiration and with a lot of the program still 
left to go, decided to end everything right there. “Let Jesus 
show!” rang through the sanctuary, and while the audience 
was still sitting in silence, the director gave the benediction 
and everyone filed out of the church with those powerful 
words ringing in their ears. 

Don’t stop looking for the light, even when all around you 
appears to be dark. Maintain a strong desire to see Jesus so 
that even in the middle of your watch you are eager to say, 
“Let Jesus show!” 

-Pastor Johnny 
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Monday, December 24, 2018 
Read Luke 2:1-15 

There have been so many times in my life where I have been 
caught in a selfish routine of living every day focused on 
making sure my life has everything that it needs. I get so 
caught up in myself that I lose focus on the call that God has 
placed on all of us to care for the least of these and bring 
light to those in dark places. Each of us has spent some time 
in one of these dark places. Maybe you are in one right now.  

This section in Luke is one which we read every year around 
this time but we do not pay much attention to. What if we 
looked at it with a new lens? It was said that these 
shepherds were out in the fields at night, they were away 
from the rest of the town, away from their friends and family. 
They were out alone in a dark place. The angles who were 
proclaiming the good news of the birth of Jesus did not just 
go to the main part of town and spread the news. They did 
not just stop at the powerful wise men. The angels went out 
into that dark place and sung of the great news to even the 
lonely shepherds.  

The great news of Jesus was meant to be shared to every 
corner of the Earth, encountering and transforming the lives 
of all people.  

-Ryan McMahan 
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Reflection & Action: What are you doing this Christmas to 
share the good news with those who are out in the dark, 
who feel all alone and broken? Jesus is the light of the world 
and as followers of Christ we are called to share that light 
everywhere we go. Go out and be the light of Jesus, a light 
which has no limits and one who breaks through the darkest 
parts of this world.   
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Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
Merry Christmas! 

Journaling – Psalm 103:1-5 
Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 26, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 31:1-16 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Thursday, December 27, 2018 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 

Matthew 1:18-25 tells the story of Joseph, Jesus’ father, 
coming to terms with the task that God has given him. His 
soon to be wife, Mary, became pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph wanted to be faithful to the law and he 
decided to divorce Mary quietly so as not to disgrace her 
publicly. An angel of the Lord came to Joseph one evening 
and told him to take Mary as his wife and name her baby 
Jesus. Joseph did what the Lord commanded and took 
Mary to be his wife and raised Jesus as his own.  
 
Joseph had a choice in this situation. He could have left 
Mary and went on with his life. It would have been lawful to 
do so. His other option would be to trust the Lord, not 
knowing what the rest of his life looked like. Little did he 
know that his new son, Jesus, would grow up to be the 
Savior of the world. We, like Joseph, have many different 
options in life. We can choose to go our way and decide our 
own fate, or we can lean into God our Father and His plan 
for us. We cannot know the outcome of our human lives. We 
can trust in our Father, as Joseph did, and know that He has 
a greater plan for us.  
 
“Heavenly Father, I pray for Your direction in this life,  
I want my life to be full of You,  
Even though I cannot see the end,  
I will trust in Your Holy hands God,  
Knowing that You love me and have an incredible plan for 
my life. Amen.” 
 
-Morgan Shuster & Maddie Shuster 
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Reflection: Trust cannot exist without love being at the 
center. With making God our center, there will be an outflow 
of hope, peace, joy and love - because He is our hope, 
peace, joy and love. 

Activity: Love compels us to respond and pour ourselves 
into others because we care about them. Christ displays 
pouring out himself for the least of us, the broken-hearted, 
the marginalized. Find an opportunity to serve and pour out 
through your community, work, or through Tree City Church 
with our Mission Partnerships. Reach out to us through email 
at mission@treecitychurch.com or join us on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am & 11:00am.  
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Friday, December 28, 2018 
Journaling – Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Saturday, December 29, 2018 
Journaling – Luke 1:18-25 

Write down your reflections or a prayer. 
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Not the end... 
December 30 & Beyond 

Read 2 Peter 3:8-14 

Jesus will come again. It may not be today, but it will 
happen. So, we find ourselves like God's people before 
Jesus came the first time...waiting. The question is, how will 
we wait? 

Peter addresses this question reminding us that while the 
days seem long in the waiting, God is not slow in keeping 
His promise. Peter reminds us of the certainty that Jesus will 
return and then makes it clear about how we are to live in 
light of the return of Jesus. 

We are to live lives of holiness and of hopeful expectation! 

Believing in and having our eyes fixed on Jesus' return 
changes the way we live. Our hope and perspective creates 
a sense of urgency to do all we can to include as many 
people in the mission of Jesus as possible, as well as giddy 
anticipation like a child who cannot wait to open Christmas 
presents. 

As people of God, Peter reminds us to be ready in the 
waiting. As another season of Advent wraps up (or unwraps 
if you like puns), take some time to reflect on how the reality 
of Jesus' return affects the way you live. 

May your heart be full and your life be filled with THE Light 
of the world as you productively wait for His coming. 

Take heart. It won't be long. In the mean time, point people 
to Jesus and inspire them to become a part of that mission! 
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